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The First Regular Session of the 128th 
Maine Legislature was full of twists 
and turns. Ultimately, MCCE and our 
supporters defeated all the bills attacking 
Clean Elections and transparency, and 
secured funding for Clean Elections in the 
state budget.
With MCCE’s expanded mission, we also 
participated in the defense of Ranked 
Choice Voting. Despite a negative opinion 
from the Maine Supreme Court, Ranked 
Choice Voting remains on the books for 
now.
We were disappointed with the outcomes 
for our proactive bills to ban legislator-
controlled PACs and lobbyist contributions, 
as well as to establish Automatic Voter 
Registration in Maine. We will take the 
lessons learned from the session and 
continue to fight for these reforms.
What was not disappointing was the great 
team we worked with – the legislators 
who fought hard for their constituents, the 
partners from like-minded organizations 
who stood with us, and most of all, the 
volunteers and constituents who kept 
up the pressure on their legislators and 
made their opinions known in the halls of 
Augusta and over the phone—more than 
800 of you over the last six months! We 
couldn’t have done any of this without you.
MCCE testified on 27 bills this session—
the most important are described 
below. (You can see our full testimony at 
mainecleanelections.org/testimony). We 
encourage you to review how your Senator 
and Representative voted on each of 
these democracy reform issues. We hope 
you use this record as a starting point for 
conversation and thank your lawmakers 
for their votes or ask them for explanations. 
You can find your legislators’ contact 
information at: legislature.maine.gov/
house/townlist.htm
A note on this voting record: when the 
House or Senate takes initial votes on a 
bill, members are voting on one of the 
“reports” that has come from the committee 
with jurisdiction. For example, a bill that 
came out of committee with 6 committee 
members voting in support, and 7 in 
opposition, would have a Majority Ought 
Not To Pass Report, and a Minority Ought 
to Pass Report. In the situation of such a 
“divided committee report,” the first thing 
the House or Senate must do is choose 
which report it will consider. If the House 
votes to accept a report different from 
the report that MCCE supported, MCCE 
disapproves of the “yay” vote.  This can be 
confusing, because what shows up as a 
“nay” vote procedurally is actually a vote 
in favor of the bill as endorsed by MCCE.  
So depending on the procedural situation, 
a “nay” vote is sometimes good—even 
though we support the bill. Confused? Don’t 
despair! Just follow the colors on the voting 
record provided—green means support of 
MCCE’s position, red means opposition, and 
white means the legislator didn’t vote on 
that bill.

BILLS MCCE SUPPORTED
LD1210: An Act Regarding the Maine Clean 
Election Fund. This bill, proposed by the Maine 
Ethics Commission at our urging, directed 
the legislature to fund Clean Elections by 
(1) allocating statutory funding, (2) returning 
$1.7 million owed to the Maine Clean Election 
Fund, and (3) transferring $3.0 million to the 
Fund in 2018 instead of 2019. The bill passed 
the Senate 18-16, and the House 77-70, with 
bipartisan votes in both chambers. As with 
all funding bills, LD1210 then went to the 
Appropriations Committee. Ultimately, Clean 
Elections funding was addressed in the state 
budget compromise, which included the $3.0 
million annual transfer, as well as the early 
transfer of 2019 funds, but not the return of $1.7 
million.
RESULT: MOSTLY 
SUCCESSFUL (BUDGET PASSED)

LD413: An Act to Limit the Influence of 
Lobbyists by Expanding the Prohibition on 
Accepting Political Contributions. MCCE worked 
closely with Senator Justin Chenette to ban 
contributions to legislative candidates from 
lobbyists (and the special interests that employ 
lobbyists) in order to reduce undue influence 
over the legislature. The bill received serious 
debate and consideration, but opposition was 
too strong.  We were disappointed that LD413 
failed in the Senate 19-16 and in the House 112 
to 30.
RESULT: DEAD

LD1211: An Act to Amend the Laws Governing 
Legislative Political Action Committees. 
Legislator-controlled Political Action 
Committees (PACs) allow privately financed 
candidates to avoid contribution limits and take 
unrestricted contributions from individuals, 
corporations, unions and other PACs. This is a 
major thoroughfare for special interest money 
coming into our elections.  MCCE worked 
with Senator Ben Chipman to ban so-called 
Leadership PACs for all candidates, which is the 
unfinished business of a 2015 ban on PACs for 
Clean Elections candidates (and legislators). 
Despite popular support at public hearings, 
behind-the-scenes lobbying by political insiders 
killed the bill.  LD1211 failed in the Senate 18-17, 
and died without a roll call vote in the House.
RESULT: DEAD

LD1232: An Act to Require the Secretary of 
State to Automatically Register Nonregistered 
Persons Who Are Qualified to Vote through 
Records of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 
This bill, sponsored by Representative Jared 
Golden, would have established Automatic Voter 
Registration in Maine, reducing the burden 
on voters and increasing participation, as well 
as increasing the security and integrity of our 
elections. LD1232 passed the House 74-68, but 
failed in the Senate 20-15.
RESULT: DEAD

LD1624: RESOLUTION, Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To 
Implement Ranked-choice Voting. After the 
Maine Supreme Court issued an advisory 
opinion that the Ranked Choice Voting 
law passed by voters in 2016 would be 
unconstitutional for state offices, Senator Cathy 
Breen sponsored a constitutional amendment 
to allow the law to move forward. With a House 
vote of 78-68, LD1624 failed to achieve the 
requisite two-thirds majority required to allow 
voters to consider the measure. The bill also 
failed in the Senate 17-17.
RESULT: DEAD

BILLS MCCE OPPOSED
LD126: An Act to Establish New Monetary 
Caps for Legislative Candidates under the 
Maine Clean Election Act. This bill would have 
undermined the Maine Clean Election Act by 
reducing the funds available to candidates by 
one-third, and reversing a large part of the gain 
achieved by the 2015 citizen initiative. LD126 
failed in the Senate 15-19, and died without a roll 
call vote in the House.
RESULT: DEAD

LD300: An Act to Preserve Funding for the 
Maine Clean Election Act Program by Removing 
Gubernatorial Candidates from Eligibility. This 
bill would have undermined Clean Elections 
by eliminating funding for gubernatorial 
candidates—despite Maine voters voicing 
strong support to re-establish gubernatorial 
Clean Elections in 2015. LD300 initially passed 
the Senate 17-16, failed in the House 82-63, 
and then died in the Senate 14-20 (several 
Senators changed their votes after hearing from 
constituents in opposition to the bill).
RESULT: DEAD

LD1033: An Act to Eliminate the 24-Hour 
Reporting Requirement under the Election 
Laws. This bill would have rolled back existing 
disclosure requirements in the days leading up 
to an election, meaning that voters wouldn’t 
know who was behind some major contributions 
until well after Election Day. LD1033 passed the 
Senate 18-16, but the House ultimately killed the 
bill without a roll call
RESULT: DEAD

LD1625: An Act to Repeal the Ranked-choice 
Voting Law. This bill was the full repeal of RCV, 
and we strongly opposed it.  MCCE devised 
and supported an amendment to LD1625 which 
would have preserved RCV for all federal races 
and for state race primaries—the elections that 
the Maine Supreme Court did not find to be in 
conflict with Maine’s Constitution.  Despite our 
opposition, the full repeal passed the Senate 
21-13.  We were gratified to see the partial-repeal 
amendment, which preserved much of the 
law, pass the House 79-66. The two chambers 
could not come to agreement, killing the bill and 
ensuring that the issue will re-emerge in a future 
legislative session.
RESULT: DEAD
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Clean Elections 

is a nonpartisan nonprofit 
organization working to ensure 
that Maine’s campaign finance 

laws, elections, and government 
serve the public interest, both 

in principle and in practice. We 
engage Maine people from across 

the political spectrum, using 
research, education, and outreach 
to further fairness, inclusion, and 

opportunity in our politics.
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Ackley  Kent 82 MONMOUTH U C Y N Y Y Y Y

Alley  Robert 138 BEALS ISLAND D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Austin  Susan 67 GRAY R P N Y N N N N

Austin  Betty 107 SKOWHEGAN D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Babbidge  Christopher 8 KENNEBUNK D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Bailey  Donna 14 SACO D P Y N Y Y Y Y

Bates  Dillon 35 WESTBROOK D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Battle  Kevin 33 S PORTLAND U C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Beebe‑Center  Anne 93 ROCKLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Berry  Seth 55 BOWDOINHAM D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Bickford  Bruce 63 AUBURN R C N Y N N Y N

Black  Russell 114 WILTON R C N Y N N N N

Blume  Lydia 3 YORK BEACH D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Bradstreet  Richard 80 VASSALBORO R P N Y N N N N

Brooks  Heidi 61 LEWISTON D C X X X Y Y Y

Bryant  Mark 24 WINDHAM D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Campbell  Richard 130 ORRINGTON R P N Y N N X N

Cardone  Barbara 127 BANGOR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Casas  Owen 94 ROCKPORT U C Y N Y Y Y Y

Cebra  Richard 68 NAPLES R P N Y N N N N

Chace  Paul 46 DURHAM R P N Y N N N N

Chapman  Ralph 133 BROOKSVILLE U C Y N Y Y Y Y

Collings  Benjamin 42 PORTLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Cooper  Janice 47 YARMOUTH D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Corey  Patrick 25 WINDHAM R C Y Y N N Y N

Craig  Garrel 128 BREWER R C N Y N N N N

Daughtry  Matthea 49 BRUNSWICK D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Dechant  Jennifer 52 BATH D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Denno  Dale 45 CUMBERLAND CTR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Devin  Michael 90 NEWCASTLE D C E E E X Y E

Dillingham  Kathleen 72 OXFORD R P N Y N N N X

Doore  Donna 85 AUGUSTA D C E E E Y E Y

Duchesne  Robert 121 OLD TOWN D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Dunphy  Michelle 122 OLD TOWN D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Espling  Eleanor 65 NEW GLOUCESTER R P N Y N N N N

Farnsworth  Richard 37 PORTLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Farrin  Bradlee 111 NORRIDGEWOCK R P N Y N N N N

Fay  Jessica 66 RAYMOND D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Fecteau  Ryan 11 BIDDEFORD D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Foley  Robert 7 WELLS R P N Y N N N N

Fredette  Kenneth 100 NEWPORT R P N Y N N N N

Frey  Aaron 124 BANGOR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Fuller  Roger 59 LEWISTON D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Gattine  Andrew 34 WESTBROOK D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Gerrish  Karen 20 LEBANON R P N Y N N N N

Gideon  Sara 48 FREEPORT D P Y X X Y Y Y

Gillway  James 98 SEARSPORT R P N Y N N N N

Ginzler  Phyllis 69 BRIDGTON R P N Y N N N N

Golden  Jared 60 LEWISTON D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Grant  Gay 83 S. GARDINER D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Grignon  Chad 118 ATHENS R P N Y N N N N

Grohman  Martin 12 BIDDEFORD D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Guerin  Stacey 102 GLENBURN R P N Y N N N X

Haggan  David 101 HAMPDEN R P N X X N N N

Hamann  Scott 32 S PORTLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Handy  James 58 LEWISTON D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Hanington  Sheldon 142 LINCOLN R C N Y N N N N

Hanley  Jeffery 87 PITTSTON R C N Y N N N N

Harlow  Denise 36 PORTLAND U P Y N Y Y Y Y

Harrington  Matthew 19 SANFORD R C N Y N N N N

Harvell  Lance 113 FARMINGTON R P N Y N X N N

Hawke  Stephanie 89 BOOTHBAY HARBOR R P N Y N N N N

Head  Frances 117 BETHEL R C N Y N N X N

Herbig  Erin 97 BELFAST D C Y Y Y Y X Y

Herrick  Lloyd 73 PARIS R P N Y N N N X

Hickman  Craig 81 WINTHROP D P Y N Y Y Y Y

Higgins  Norman 120 DOVER-FOXCROFT R P N Y N N N N

Hilliard  Gary 76 BELGRADE R C N Y N N N N

Hogan  George 13 OLD ORCHARD BEACH D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Hubbell  Brian 135 BAR HARBOR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Hymanson  Patricia 4 YORK D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Johansen  Chris 145 MONTICELLO R P N Y N N N N

Jorgensen  Erik 41 PORTLAND D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Kinney  Maryanne 99 KNOX R C N Y N N N N

Kinney  Jonathan 22 LIMINGTON R C N Y N N N N

Kornfield  Victoria 125 BANGOR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Kumiega  Walter 134 LITTLE DEER ISLE D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Lawrence  Mark 2 S BERWICK D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Lockman  Lawrence 137 AMHERST R P N Y N N N N

Longstaff  Thomas 109 WATERVILLE D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Luchini  Louis 132 ELLSWORTH D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Lyford  Peter 129 EDDINGTON R P N Y N N N N

Madigan  Colleen 110 WATERVILLE D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Madigan  John 115 RUMFORD D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Malaby  Richard 136 HANCOCK R P N Y N N N N

Marean  Donald 16 HOLLIS R P N Y N N N N

Martin  John 151 EAGLE LAKE D C Y X X Y Y Y

Martin  Roland 150 SINCLAIR D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Mason  Gina 56 LISBON FALLS R P N Y N N N N

Mastraccio  Anne-Marie 18 SANFORD D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Mccrea  David 148 FORT FAIRFIELD D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Mccreight  Joyce 51 HARPSWELL D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Mcelwee  Carol 149 CARIBOU R C N Y N N X N

Mclean  Andrew 27 GORHAM D P Y X X Y Y Y

Melaragno  Gina 62 AUBURN D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Monoghan  Kimberly 30 CAPE ELIZABETH D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Moonen  Matthew 38 PORTLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Nadeau  Catherine 78 WINSLOW D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

O’Connor  Beth 5 BERWICK R P N Y N N N N

O’Neil  Margaret 15 SACO D P Y N Y Y Y Y

Ordway  Lester 23 STANDISH R C N X X N N X

Parker  Jennifer 6 S BERWICK D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Parry  Wayne 10 ARUNDEL R P N Y N N N N

Perkins  Michael 77 OAKLAND R C N Y N N N N

Perry  Anne 140 CALAIS D C Y Y N Y Y Y

Picchiotti  John 108 FAIRFIELD R C N Y Y N N N

Pickett  Richard 116 EAST DIXFIELD R C N X X N N N

Pierce  Teresa 44 FALMOUTH D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Pierce  Jeffrey 53 DRESDEN R P N Y N N N N

Pouliot  Matthew 86 AUGUSTA R P N Y N N N N

Prescott  Dwayne 17 NORTH WATERBORO R C N Y N N N N

Reckitt  Lois 31 S PORTLAND D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Reed  Roger 103 CARMEL R P N Y N N N N

Riley  Christina 74 JAY D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Rykerson  Deane 1 KITTERY POINT D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Sampson  Heidi 21 ALFRED R P N Y N N N N

Sanborn  Heather 43 PORTLAND D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Sanderson  Deborah 88 CHELSEA R P N Y N X N N

Schneck  John 126 BANGOR D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Seavey  H. Stedman 9 KENNEBUNKPORT R C N Y N N N N

Sheats  Bettyann 64 AUBURN D C X N Y Y Y Y

Sherman  Roger 144 HOULTON R P N Y N N N N

Simmons  Abden 91 WALDOBORO R C N Y N N N N

Sirocki  Heather 28 SCARBOROUGH R P N Y N N N N

Skolfield  Thomas 112 WELD R C N Y N X X N

Spear  John 92 S THOMASTON D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Stanley  Stephen 143 MEDWAY D P Y N Y Y Y Y

Stearns  Paul 119 GUILFORD R C N Y N N Y N

Stetkis  Joel 105 CANAAN R P N Y N N N N

Stewart  Harold 147 PRESQUE ISLE R C N Y N N N N

Strom  Scott 106 PITTSFIELD R P N Y N N N N

Sutton  Paula 95 WARREN R P N Y N N N N

Sylvester  Michael 39 PEAKS ISLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Talbot Ross  Rachel 40 PORTLAND D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Tepler  Denise 54 TOPSHAM D C Y N Y Y Y Y

Terry  Maureen 26 GORHAM D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

Theriault  Timothy 79 CHINA R C N Y N N N N

Timberlake  Jeffrey 75 TURNER R P N Y N N N N

Tipping-Spitz  Ryan 123 ORONO D C Y N Y X Y Y

Tucker  Ralph 50 BRUNSWICK D C Y Y Y Y Y Y

Tuell  Will 139 EAST MACHIAS R C N Y N N Y N

Turner  Beth 141 BURLINGTON R P N Y N N N N

Vachon  Karen 29 SCARBOROUGH R C N Y N N N N

Wadsworth  Nathan 70 CORNISH R P N Y N N N N

Wallace  Raymond 104 DEXTER R C N Y N N N N

Ward  Karleton 131 DEDHAM R P N Y N N N X

Warren  Charlotte 84 HALLOWELL D P Y Y Y Y Y Y

White  Dustin 146 PRESQUE ISLE R P N Y N N N N

Winsor  Tom 71 NORWAY R P N Y N N N N

Wood  Stephen 57 SABATTUS R C N Y N N N N

Zeigler  Stanley 96 MONTVILLE D C Y N Y Y Y Y
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Bellows  Shenna 14 MANCHESTER D C N N N N N N N N N N

Brakey  Eric 20 AUBURN R P Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y

Breen  Cathy 25 FALMOUTH D C N N N N N N N N N N

Carpenter  Michael 2 HOULTON D C N N N N N N N N N N

Carson  Brownie 24 HARPSWELL D C N N N N N N N N N N

Chenette  Justin 31 SACO D C N N N N N N N N N N

Chipman  Benjamin 27 PORTLAND D C N N N N N N N N N N

Collins  Ronald 34 WELLS R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Cushing  Andre 10 HAMPDEN R P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Cyrway  Scott 16 BENTON R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y

Davis  Paul 4 SANGERVILLE R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y

Deschambault  Sue 32 BIDDEFORD D C N N N N N N N N N Y

Diamond  Bill 26 WINDHAM D P N N N Y N N N N N Y

Dill  James 5 OLD TOWN D C N N N N N N N N N N

Dion  Mark 28 PORTLAND D P E N N N N N N E N E

Dow  Dana 13 WALDOBORO R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Gratwick  Geoffrey 9 BANGOR D C N N N N N N N N N N

Hamper  James 19 OXFORD R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Hill  Dawn 35 CAPE NEDDICK D C N Y N Y E E Y N E Y

Jackson  Troy 1 ALLAGASH D C N N N N N N N N N N

Katz  Roger 15 AUGUSTA R C N Y Y Y Y N E N Y Y

Keim  Lisa 18 DIXFIELD R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Langley  Brian 7 ELLSWORTH R P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Libby  Nathan 21 LEWISTON D P N N N N N N N N N N

Maker  Joyce 6 CALAIS R C Y Y Y Y Y Y E Y Y Y

Mason  Garrett 22 LISBON FALLS R P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Millett  Rebecca 29 CAPE ELIZABETH D C N N N N N N N N N N

Miramant  David 12 CAMDEN D C N N N N N N N N N N

Rosen  Kimberley 8 BUCKSPORT R C N Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y

Saviello  Thomas 17 WILTON R C Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y

Thibodeau  Michael 11 WINTERPORT R P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Vitelli  Eloise 23 ARROWSIC D C N N N N N N N N N N

Volk  Amy 30 SCARBOROUGH R P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Whittemore  Rodney 3 SKOWHEGAN R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Woodsome  David 33 N WATERBORO R C Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

CLEAN ELECTIONS [C]
PRIVATE [P]

DEMOCRATIC [D]
REPUBLICAN [R]
UNENROLLED [U]

S E N A T E
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