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COLUMN

Monéy in politics

“Politics has got so expensive that it takes lots of
money to even get beat with nowadays.” Will Rogers,
the cowboy-humorist, told that joke more than 80
years ago.

With every other commereial on TV being a politi-
cal ad, with our snail mail being
full of political fliers, our email
inboxes being full of urges to Will
donate to this political campaign 4
or that one, and with candidate’s Everitt
faces and banners literally pop-
ping up in front of us on websites, Guest
Rogers’ witticism. about the cost Columnist
of an election is as true as ever.

Money and polities. Politics and
money, The words have become wedded in our Ameri-
can election system.

Every advertisement is a reminder that millions of
dollars are being spent to prod us toward this candi-
date or that. Every pop-up ad, every mailer, and every
TV message that some candidate approves of costs
something.

Campaigns are costing more every year, and they
may be costing us our democracy. Who are the people
bankrolling these campaigns? Who is paying for
these ads? Whose voices are we really hearing on
those commercials?

Historically, Maine has led the way in campaign
finanee reform, helping to separate special interest
money from politics and put people first.

The Maine Clean Election system, passed over-
whelmingly by voters via a ballot initiative, has both
provided a publically funded option for candidates
running at the state level and ensured a high level
of transparency in candidate races. Since 2000,%he
Clean Election system has allowed 80 percent of
Maine’s state house and senate candidates to run for
office without relying on special interest money.

The law was upheld in a court challenge and
worked well for 10 years. Today, under a very differ-
ent federal Supreme Court, the act is not quite as
strong. High Court decisions have allowed outside
money to gain tremendous traction and power, more
than ever before. To make matters worse, the court
overturned the matching funds system that was part
of the law since its inception, taking away Clean.Elec-
tion candidates’ capacity to respond to outside spend-
ing. And SuperPACS, the shadowy tools used to elect
and defeat candidates that resulted from court deci-
sions, are shielding the source of campaign money
from the public.

see EVERITT page 5



